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THE  PARK 

Pere  Marquette  State  Park,  on  the  bluffs  overlook¬ 
ing  the  Illinois  River,  offers  many  diversified  forms 
of  recreation  and  scenic  views.  The  7,895  acre  area 
is  in  Jersey  County  five  miles  west  of  Grafton  on  Il¬ 
linois  Route  100  and  approximately  25  miles  north¬ 
west  of  Alton. 

The  park  was  named  in  memory  of  Father  Jacques 
Marquette,  the  French  Jesuit  missionary  priest, 
who  in  1673  along  with  explorer  Louis  Jolliet  were 
the  first  Europeans  to  enter  what  is  now  the  state 
of  Illinois  at  the  confluence  of  the  Mississippi  and 
the  Illinois  rivers.  A  large  white  cross,  east  of  the 
park  entrance  alongside  Route  100,  marks  where 
these  two  famous  men  landed. 

In  1932  the  state  acquired  the  2,605-acre  park  and 
adjoining  2,754-acre  conservation  area.  They  were 
combined  into  the  Pere  Marquette  State  Park  by 
legislative  action  in  1967.  Later  acquisitions  brought 
the  park  to  its  present  total  of  7,895  acres,  making 
it  the  largest  park  in  Illinois. 

EARLY  HISTORY 

Dinosaur  Age:  The  park  bluffs  command  the  first 
attention  of  the  visitor.  The  four  prominent  hollows 
one  views  are  ravines  cut  into  an  elevated  plain. 
About  200  million  years  ago,  what  is  now  Illinois 
was  lifted  from  the  sea  for  the  last  time  and  the  age 
of  the  lizards  followed.  As  the  giant  dinosaurs  flour¬ 
ished,  this  region  was  the  scene  of  earth  move¬ 
ments  that  resulted  in  a  dislocation  of  the  rocks, 
producing  the  Lincoln  Fold. 

The  life  of  those  times,  preserved  as  fossils,  reveal 
the  development  of  the  higher  invertebrates,  then 
the  fishes  and  finally  land  animals  and  plants.  At 
the  foot  of  McAdam’s  Peak,  twin  springs  flow  from 
Ordovician-Silurian  rocks  deposited  in  the  sea  350 
million  years  ago.  All  the  ridges  are  mantled  with 
loess  (pronounced  "less”),  wind  blown  dust  laid 
down  a  million  years  ago  at  the  time  of  the  Great 
Ice  Age.  The  vertical  banks  of  yellow  clay  seen 
along  the  road  to  the  upper  areas  are  composed 
of  this  material,  capped  by  the  black  topsoil  that 
supports  the  present  forest. 

Prehistoric  Americans:  In  Pere  Marquette  State 
Park  there  are  18  sites  indicating  occupation  by  pre¬ 
historic  Americans  and  a  village  located  where  the 
lodge  now  stands.  It  is  believed  that  nomadic  hunt¬ 
ers  and  fishermen  appeared  in  the  Illinois  Valley 
possibly  about  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  Era. 
About  900  A.D.  stone  age  people  made  large  leaf¬ 
shaped  arrowheads  and  coarse,  heavy  pottery.  By 


1300  A.D.  trade  had  developed  and  at  Cahokia  re¬ 
sulted  in  village-states.  These  people  made  small, 
finely-chipped  arrowheads,  pottery  with  handles,  a 
variety  of  wares  and  cultivated  corn,  squash  and 
beans. 

European  Possession:  When  the  French  came  to 
this  region,  the  Illinois,  Potawatomi  and  Kickapoo 
Indians  were  little  removed  from  their  ancestors 
whose  cemeteries,  burial  mounds,  house  and  vil¬ 
lage  sites  dotted  the  Illinois  Valley  and  are  still  scat¬ 
tered  throughout  the  park. 

Louis  Jolliet  and  Father  Jacques  Marquette  were 
sent  by  the  French  government  over  the  Wisconsin 
portage  in  the  spring  of  1673  to  explore  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River  for  a  passage  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  They 
traveled  as  far  as  the  Arkansas  River  where  they 
turned  around  on  learning  from  the  Indians  that  the 
Mississippi  River  emptied  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
On  their  return  trip,  Marquette  and  Jolliet  traveled 
along  the  Illinois  River.  Their  journals  are  the  first 
written  accounts  of  what  the  present  state  of  Illinois 
was  like  in  the  late  1600’s. 

The  French  had  possession  of  the  Mississippi  Val¬ 
ley,  calling  it  “Louisiana,”  but  it  was  in  name  only. 
The  Indians,  with  a  flourishing  fur  trade  centered  on 
the  strategic  Illinois  River,  controlled  the  area  until 
the  French  and  Indian  War  of  the  1760’s.  In  1763 
the  British  took  over  until  the  region  became  a  ter¬ 
ritory  of  the  United  States  and  then  a  state  in  1818. 

PERE  MARQUETTE  LODGE 

Long  popular  and  much  used  is  the  massive  Pere 
Marquette  Lodge  built  of  colorful  native  stone  and 
rustic  timbers.  Seven  stone  guest  houses  are  in  back 
of  it,  nestling  into  the  hillside.  The  guest  houses  with 
22  rooms  and  the  Lodge  with  50  rooms  are  all  heat¬ 
ed,  completely  air-conditioned  and  each  has  a  tele¬ 
vision.  The  spacious  dining  room  has  maintained  a 
continued  reputation  for  exceptionally  good  food  and 
gracious  hospitality  which  spills  over  to  the  large 
lounge  with  a  huge  700-ton  stone  fireplace.  The 
Lodge  and  guest  houses  were  built  by  the  Civilian 
Conservation  Corps  in  the  1930’s.  The  park  has  what 
is  believed  to  be  the  world’s  largest  chess  set.  The 
board  is  12  feet  square  and  has  figures  bigger  than 
the  average  6-year-old.  There  are  facilities  for  shuf- 
fleboard,  video  games,  an  indoor  swimming  pool, 
sauna  and  tennis  courts. 

A  cocktail  lounge  and  gift  shop  are  provided  within 
the  Lodge,  along  with  snack  machines  and  tele¬ 
phones  for  those  interested.  For  Lodge  reservations 
and  information,  call  (618)  786-3351. 


FACILITIES 

Boat  Harbor  —  Launching  ramps  and  ample  park¬ 
ing  are  provided.  The  concession  stand  has  gasoline 
for  boaters,  food,  picnic  supplies,  bait  and  various 
“general  store”  items.  The  Harbor  Concessionaire 
is  in  charge  of  collecting  fees  for  boaters  docking 
overnight.  For  more  information  on  the  Harbor  Con¬ 
cession,  call  (618)  786-3546. 

Camping  —  The  trailer  camping  area  is  furnished 
with  electricity  at  each  pad,  restroom  and  shower 
facilities  and  a  trailer  dump.  There  is  water  in  the 
area,  but  not  water  hook-ups  at  each  site.  Tent  camp¬ 
ing  has  an  area  of  its  own,  with  nearby  restroom  and 
shower  facilities  and  water  in  the  area.  Reservations 
are  taken  on  a  first-come,  first-served  basis.  For  in¬ 
formation,  call  (618)  786-3323. 

Equestrian  Trail  —  There  are  approximately  12 
miles  of  horse  trails  for  those  interested  in  bringing 
their  own  horses  to  the  park  to  ride.  A  parking  area 
and  two  pit-type  toilets  are  provided.  Prior  arrange¬ 
ments  should  be  made  before  coming  to  the  park  to 
ride.  Call  (618)  786-3323  or  write  to  the  Site  Super¬ 
intendent’s  Office. 

Fishing  —  This  is  an  extremely  popular  pastime 
and  the  angler  has  the  opportunity  of  catching  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  fish  from  the  waters  of  the  Illinois. 

Group  Tent  Camping  —  For  group  camping,  such 
as  boy  and  girl  scouts,  church  groups,  etc.,  there  is  a 
camping  area  which  has  restrooms,  water,  barbeque 
shelters  and  picnic  tables  in  a  large  clearing  and  sur¬ 
rounded  by  forest.  If  groups  plan  to  use  the  area,  the 
Site  Superintendent’s  Office  should  be  notified  in  ad¬ 
vance  at  (618)  786-3323. 

Hiking  Trails  —  There  are  approximately  15  miles 
of  hiking  trails  and  a  physical  fitness  trail  in  Pere  Mar¬ 
quette  State  Park.  A  big  map  is  located  outside  the 
Visitor  Center  (where  some  of  the  trails  start)  show¬ 
ing  the  trail  system  in  color  codes.  The  physical  fit¬ 
ness  trail  begins  behind  the  Lodge’s  cabins,  closest 
to  the  tent  camp  area,  and  offers  approximately  a 
mile  trail  with  15  exercise  stations.  Small  maps  can 
be  obtained  from  the  Site  Superintendent’s  Office. 

Lodge  —  (See  separate  section.) 

Organized  Group  Camping  —  Pere  Marquette 
has  three  group  camps  available  for  weekly  sum¬ 
mer  camping  and  weekend  camping  in  the  spring 
and  fall.  The  camps  offer  a  large  dining  hall  and 
kitchen,  sleeping  cabins  and  swimming  pools.  Re¬ 
servations  may  be  made  by  calling  (618)  786-3323 
after  January  1st  of  the  camping  year,  or  writing  the 


Site  Superintendent,  Pere  Marquette  State  Park,  PO. 
Box  158,  Grafton,  Illinois  62037. 

Picnicking  —  There  are  three  picnic  areas  in  the 
park:  the  area  along  the  river,  the  upper  area  and 
the  area  beside  the  Site  Superintendent’s  Office. 
Picnic  tables  and  barbeque  grills  are  provided;  how¬ 
ever,  picnickers  may  bring  their  own  grills.  There 
are  two  pavilions  —  one  in  the  picnic  area  by  the 
river  and  one  in  the  picnic  area  by  the  Site  Super¬ 
intendent’s  Office.  The  use  of  the  pavilions,  as  well 
as  the  picnic  areas,  are  handled  on  a  first-come, 
first-served  basis  only  —  no  reservations. 


Playground  Equipment  —  Beside  the  Lodge,  in 
the  lower  picnic  area  along  the  river  and  in  the  pic¬ 
nic  area  by  the  Site  Superintendent’s  Office,  play¬ 
ground  equipment  is  provided.  Also  in  the  picnic 
area  by  the  river  there  is  a  baseball  backstop  and 
small  basketball  court  for  the  public’s  use. 

Rent-A-Camp  —  Pere  Marquette  offers  two-wall 
tents,  erected  on  permanent  wooden  floors  for 
those  interested  in  tent  camping.  The  equipment 
furnished  with  the  tent  is  four  cots,  charcoal  grill, 
picnic  table,  fire  ring,  fire  extinguisher,  broom,  dust 
pan,  trash  barrel  and  a  camp  light.  Reservations  are 
recommended  and  may  be  made  by  calling  (618) 
786-3323  or  writing  the  Site  Superintendent’s  Of¬ 
fice,  PO.  Box  158,  Grafton,  Illinois  62037.  The  sites 
are  located  close  to  the  shower  building  and  have 
electricity. 

Riding  Stables  —  Horseback  riding  is  available 
at  the  stables  for  a  nominal  fee.  For  groups  inter¬ 
ested  in  horseback  riding,  hayrides  and/or  more  in¬ 
formation,  please  call  (618)  786-2156.  The  stables 
are  open  year-round,  weather  permitting  and  by 
reservation  only  from  November  through  April. 


FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 

Groups  of  25  or  more  persons  will  not  be  admitted 
to  any  state  site  unless  permission  from  the  Site 
Superintendent  has  been  granted  to  use  the  facili¬ 
ties.  In  addition,  groups  of  minors  must  have  ade¬ 
quate  supervision  and  at  least  one  responsible 
adult  must  accompany  each  group  of  15  minors. 
All  pets  must  be  on  a  leash. 


Numerous  state  sites  are  within  easy  access  of 
every  part  of  the  state.  Lodges,  cabins  and  dining 
rooms  are  important  features  of  Illinois  Beach, 
Starved  Rock,  Pere  Marquette,  White  Pines  Forest 
and  Giant  City.  Reservations  for  lodging  should  be 
made  with  lodge  managers. 


All  state  sites  are  open  year-round.  When  weather 
conditions  necessitate  the  closing  of  park  roads 
during  freezing  and  thawing  periods,  access  to  park 
facilities  is  by  foot  only. 


For  more  details  about  this  site,  contact  Site  Super¬ 
intendent,  Pere  Marquette  State  Park,  PO.  Box  158, 
Grafton,  IL62037,  phone  (618)  786-3323.  For  infor¬ 
mation  on  other  Illinois  sites,  write  the  Illinois  De¬ 
partment  of  Conservation  524  S.  Second  St  Spring- 
field,  IL  62706. _ 


